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THE HSS WAY
By Jenny Calderello
HSS provides our foster animals with the necessary vaccines, diagnostic
testing, veterinary treatments – but we also provide the comforts of home
for our rescues. We know that they have been through enough difficult
days, and we want our furry friends to begin new lives, where they can
enjoy the lives they’ve deserved but never had.
All dogs are treated according to veterinary recommendations. They
receive age-appropriate distemper, rabies, bivalent influenza on all adults,
and kennel cough vaccines, along with an exam by the veterinarian. They
are tested for heartworms, and prevention is started for those testing
negative. Our dogs also receive monthly flea prevention, and are dewormed for intestinal parasites.
Any disease processes that are uncovered are treated in compliance
with the veterinarian’s recommendations. Our fosters are trained to give
medications and help our pets in recovery from treatments and surgeries.
Our pets are microchipped and are all spayed or neutered prior to adoption
day.
We are a small organization, with great attention to detail, and our
animals are taken to real homes for foster care. They are not boarded nor
housed in rows of numerous crates. They are with real families, because
HSS knows that this is the best way to prepare them for their permanent
homes. Our mandatory and strict quarantine program helps insure that
our pets are healthy at the time of their adoption.
In addition to receiving the medically necessary treatments, our foster
animals have crates, beds, food bowls, puppy pads, and toys. These are
all provided to our wonderful fosters for use in their homes. We expect our
foster parents to treat our fosters as their own family members and assistance and advice on potty
training, socialization, exercise, and feeding. We do provide quality food and treats for their little ones,
experienced volunteers, who are always happy to share knowledge and ideas. Our experience is in
rescue, fostering, and also raising young and orphaned puppies and kittens. We have volunteers with
many years combined veterinary and grooming charges.
HSS has very seasoned experienced volunteers, who are always happy to share knowledge and
ideas. Our experience is in rescue, fostering, and also raising young and orphaned puppies and kittens.
We have volunteers with many years combined veterinary and grooming experience. This combination
of volunteers works to the benefit of all our pets, giving them the best possible new start in life.
(Continued on Page 3)
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Experience and Compassion


The experience begins with not only having years in the (animal) field,
though, absorbing the knowledge to expand on our approach.



The compassion is visibly noticed of our organization via executing that
learned knowledge, creating the ‘experience’.

Our organization varies with just these two words from other rescue
organizations; how?


Our board members have this ‘experience & compassion’, yet they are
willing to evolve – welcoming new (and proven) information and ideas to
provide for the animals in our care, including aid in educating others.



HSS does have strict policies, followed by even stricter protocol and procedures, which has gained
us the respect of numerous reputable resources. These practices also ensure that our animals are
healthier and more socialized, along with securing more committed families choosing to adopt.



Our family of volunteers have a certain expectation of
HSS, as well as receive the utmost gratitude - no
matter how small the task, to help support the HSS
mission.





Our adopters immediately acknowledge the
difference in our process, and are always so
appreciative (before, during and after). This is
especially shown via ‘repeat adopting’ and by sharing
their experience.
HSS may not be widely known throughout the
community, though we do have a ‘presence’, one that
has been sought out by others…and you know what
they say about imitation and flattery.

HSS advocates for the voiceless only through our
experience and compassion, and we believe you, too,
will see the difference.

Contents
The HSS Way
President’s Message
The HSS Way (continued)
Where Does Your Money Go?
HSS and Heartworms
Mercy& Me
Anne’s Volunteer Journey
The Scratching Post: Adopting
Hamlet: Before and After

Cover Page
2
3
3
4
5
6
7&8
8

Contact Information
President
Christine Kilgore
Vice President
Jenny Caldarello
Secretary/Treasurer
Anne Janis
Editor
Anna Marty
The Humane Society of the Southeast
PO Box 72942
Newnan, GA 30271
(678) 309-1017
Info@southeastrescue.org

Volunteer

Donate

Adopt

2|Page

THE JOURNEY

April 2019 No. 9

THE HSS WAY (Continued)
Bring us your talents!
Are you proficient in Word or Excel? Are you good with people? Do you have a desire to foster a
single animal or even a litter? Do you have a business or marketing background? Do you have time
on weekends to assist with an adoption? Contact us at www.southeastrescue.org – forms tab, and
send us your volunteer form. We can help place you where your interests lie.
The Humane Society of the Southeast puts forth every effort to make sure our animals, temporary
fosters, and new owners are supported in any way possible, so that our pets will never again suffer
abuse nor neglect.

WHERE DOES YOUR MONEY GO?
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HSS AND HEARTWORMS
By Jenny Caldarello
In our Georgia climate, it is imperative
to have our pets on a good heartworm
product all year long. The Humane
Society of the Southeast protects our
dogs by testing for heartworms and by
starting them on heartworm prevention at
the appropriate time. They are kept on a
vet-recommended preventative every 30
days until they are adopted. Of course,
any dogs found to be heartworm positive
are treated according to
The Heartworm Society of America’s
protocols at a local veterinary hospital.
Sadly, there is no treatment for cats with
heartworms.
Here are some basic facts about
heartworm disease that everyone should
know:
 Heartworms are spread by
mosquitoes.
 Heartworms are found throughout
the United States, year ‘round.
 Heartworms are found in all
breeds of cats and dogs --- even
indoor pets.
 After a mosquito ingests blood
from an infected dog, the
microscopic larval stage of the
heartworm is transmitted to
another dog when it is bitten by
that mosquito.
 It takes 3-6 months for heartworms
to become adults, when they may
be diagnosed by blood testing.
 Adult heartworms are 6-14 inches
long, and there may be hundreds,
just from the bite of one mosquito.
Prevention is simple:
Use a vetrecommended prevention every 30 days
for life.
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MERCY&ME
By Carol Feeney
Mercy& Me

Who rescued who? That question resonates with many of us. Our furry friends provide much-needed
companionship, comfort, and consistency. We think we’re rescuing them when, in fact, they are
rescuing us from loneliness, grief, anxiety, etc. My personal experiences prove this point.
You see, our newly adopted love, Mercy, has accomplished all of this and more. It was early January
2019 when we realized our sweet, sweet Brookie was passing over that rainbow bridge. How could this
have been true? It was hard to imagine life without our beloved Brookie. Her passing decided it for
me...No more dogs. It hurt too much when I lost her. My heart would be guarded from then on. No more
dogs.
A few weeks later, I allowed myself one quick glance at a rescue center’s Facebook page. Yeah,
yeah. Some dog needed a home. Big deal. I no longer needed a dog. Someone would take him. A
couple of days later, I noticed another one. Then another. But none of them stole my heart because my
heart was not open to being stolen.

The predictable resolution came within a few more weeks.
This picture appeared on my Facebook feed. I mean, who
could resist at least making a phone call about this
cutie? Here she was, Mercy, all 13 pounds of her, peeling off
layers of protection around my heart. Those black eyes
peered into mine saying “Come on. Take a chance on me. I
promise I’ll be worth it!”
Mercy had just arrived in her foster home, and there
would be at least 10 days required — time before I could
get her anyway. What was the harm in just meeting
her?
Needless to say, I was smitten! That sweet
girl grabbed hold of my heart, and the remaining days of
quarantine seemed to last forever.
The Humane Society of the Southeast couldn’t have made the
adoption process easier...unless they’d bent the rules and let me have her early, which
they were not about to do. Follow up from them has been thorough and helpful. We’re happy
indeed!
Bless Mercy!
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ANNE’S VOLUNTEER JOURNEY
By Jenny Caldarello
In 2008, there were two litters of puppies wandering
on and off Anne’s property. Twelve puppies in all, they
seemed to have no one caring for them. After some
effort, Anne found the owner, and was able to take the
puppies into her home. They developed distemper, and
she was able to save three. Anne contacted various
rescue groups, and one did return her call. If she would
foster the puppies, they would help find homes for
them.
It was about the same time that a friend
mentioned the group needed help with office work, so
Anne used her business background and knowledge
to successfully perform these very necessary duties.
Blessed with great organizational skills and quick
learning ability, she was able to reinvent herself as a
key “back office” person for the group.
After a two-year break, Anne was asked to help
start The Humane Society of the Southeast. She
set up and organized the back office and
coordinated the legal setup. Anne has been
secretary/treasurer of HSS since its inception and
has been recognized by area veterinarians for her
for her attention to detail when working with them.
HSS is known for its organizational methods and official procedures, all carefully ordered; and Anne
has been responsible for much of this, computer and phone at arm’s reach.
For fostering, it is important to have a home and life that is conducive to tending to puppies, dogs,
or cats. Anne’s home was already set up for dogs to begin with, since she had previously raised Irish
Wolfhounds. Anne learned to organize her days and set aside time for her work. “Volunteers have
other things in life”, according to Anne.
We asked Anne about the importance of rescue, and she said, “It matters to me, because I think
I’m making a difference. You don’t have to deal with animals --- there are other duties that can help.”
Anne says that we should take it “one dog at a time”, but also “one owner at a time”, with education of
our new owners.
Anne says, “Every rescue needs fresh ideas, input from others, input from our adopters. The influx
of ideas and energy keeps us alive. More ideas, more volunteers ---- more animals saved”.
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ADOPTING
By Brittany Cote
Adopting a cat is a very rewarding thing to do. Not only are you giving a friend a forever home, but
you’re helping the stray cat population be controlled. One friend of the family knows all too well the joys
of adoption. Debbie Corallo has adopted many lost and homeless cats and is well experienced at
handling all types and personalities. Here is a small interview done with her asking about her adoption
experience.
Question: How long have you been adopting?
Debbie: Most of my adult life and I’m 61 now, so that’s a very long time!
Question: How many cats have you adopted?
Debbie: Too many cats to keep track of. I currently have ten indoor cats and four outdoor cats that I
take care of.
Question: What is it like adopting a difficult or unsocial cat?
Debbie: I have two of those in my basement now. I brought them inside, they freely walked in, when
we were having problems with coyotes. They have been in over a year now. One I can’t even touch
and the other one just barely. It’s sad that I can’t love on them like I do the others.
Question: Would you consider a foster fail a fail or success?
Debbie: The Humane Society calls it a ‘fail’, but I call it a success since these cats now have permanent
homes. It’s a win for them, but I can’t foster anymore since I get too attached. So, for fostering, it’s a
loss.
Question: What are your opinions on pros and cons of adopting?
Debbie: I don’t see any cons of adopting, it’s a total win! There are so many babies out there that need
their forever homes.
Question: Any tips for first time adopters?
Debbie: Spend a lot of time with your new family member. Give them lots of cuddles, hugs and kisses.
I think that makes a huge impact on their future behavior.
Question: Do you plan to keep adopting?
Debbie: Not for a while. I think 14 cats, one dog, and four tanks of fish are enough, for the time being!
I’m sure I will, though, if a stray or feral cat ‘adopts’ me.
Question: Any fun stories you have of your adopted kitties?
Debbie: The four that we take care of outside were born from a feral cat that was around our house,
they all have been spayed and neutered. As long as mama was around them, we couldn’t go near
them. Once they started going out on their own as they got bigger, we were able to start petting and
loving on them. All four of them are super sweet (and grown) cats now that live around our house. We
call them at night when it is time to come in and most of them crawl under the garage door before it is
shut so that they can go to bed. We have heated beds for them in the garage. We have just about
(Continued on Page 5)
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ADOPTING (Continued)
trained all four of them to do that. Our cats and dogs add so much
joy in our life so I couldn’t imagine ever not having them around.
When it is time, I’m sure we will adopt again.
Debbie’s devotion and love of adopting is an inspiration.
Keeping the stray cats warn on cold nights, and even making
sure the adults are spayed and neutered. Adopting a cat doesn’t
always mean you take it into your house. Simply caring for the
health and well-being of a cat, even if that includes letting it stay
in its current life style, is a form of adoption as well.
Nothing wrong with purchasing cats, but you can never put
a price on saving a life.
These are some of Debbie's indoor adopted cats. The two cats in the
back (from left to right) are Josephine and Napoleon, the other two in
the front are Tidbit and Sushi.
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